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Council  Offices, 
Mi  Horn, 

November,  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  &  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Millom. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  8c  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1939. 

I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  confine 

this  report  to  essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have  aff-cted 
tnie  lepoxu  ou  Therefore,  the  usual  full  details 

are  not  liven,  bG  Records  will 'be  kept  at  this  office  for  future 

reference . 

The  general  health  of  ^  remlrkablf  co^liSg 

thaL a't'^fhe °o utbr e ak ° o f  war"  vP^cLvef^lvLuees  under  the 

Government  Scheme  in  addition  to  many  private  evacuees. 

Unfortunately  the  schemes  planned  for  ithe°outbrelk1of 

Sewerage  Water  and  Housing  were  held  up  due  to  the  outbreak  of 

WartRut  it  is  hoped  that  the  l&nis try  will  real^se^that^ these 

improvements  are  really  esoentiax, 
new  industries  have  come  into  the  area. 

purposes  a  lot  of  • work  ha o  i ax x  .  tribute 

l^thlliririid  Personnel1  inGhis  district  who  are  all  voluntary 
workers . 

Counc iLandh'o 1  the ^s taf f "^of 3 the  H^lthl&partLnt  for  the  help 
given  during  the  year . 

I  am, 

Ladies  Sc  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  SPEDDING  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


General  Statistics. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ... 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  (a)  resident 
population,  mid  1939  ... 

(b)  average  population  appropriate  to  tiic 
calculation  of  death  rates 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1939) 
according  to  Rate  Books 

Rateable  \^j^lue  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


90,911 

11,320 

11,620 

3,371 
48 , 289 
£187 


There  is  absolutely  no  unemployment  in  the  town  at  the 
present  time.  In  fact  work  people  are  being  imported  into 
the  district.  The  position  at  the  end  of  1939  regarding  un¬ 
employment  had  considerably  improved  as  is  shown  by  the  figur 
supplied  by  the  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Unemployment  Bureau, 


which  arc 

3  as  follows: - 

Men. 

Women . 

Boys  . 

uirls . 

Total 

23rd 

January,  1939. 

438 

32 

19 

16 

505 

11th 

December,  1939. 

218 

35 

11 

23 

287 

For  obvious  reasons  I  cannot  describe  the  various 
industries  which  are  now  located  in  this  district. 


VITAL 


STATISTICS  ._foh 


THE  DISTRICT. 


Total.  Males 


170 

10 


93 

6 


LIV3  BIRTHS  -  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Birth  Rate  per. I ,000  of  estimated  resident 
population.  lo.9 

STILLBIRTHS  -  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Stillbirths: 

160  76 

deaths  - 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population.  to. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  '  1 

Death  Rqte  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ags:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,00  legitimate _ 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000 

illegitimate  live  birtns 


6 


Females . 

77 

4 

3 

47.6 

84 

1 

50. 

41.17 

200, 


Nine  Infants 


under  one  year  of  age 


died  during  1939. 


>  : 


" 


Table  showing  the  Vital  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whoife  and  certain  Groups  in  the  County  of  Cumberland. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER.  Since  my  last  report  a  Public  Inquiry  was  held  in  December 
1939  into  the  Devoke  Scheme.  In  January  1940  an  Inquiry  was 
also  held  in  relation  to  the  Bootle  Scheme  and  the  storage  of 
Baystone  Bank  Reservoir  was  also  the  subject  of  investigation  by  t.:i 
Inspector . 

The  present  position  is,  that  no  actual  work  has  been  started 
on  any  of  the  Schemes. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  supply  Eskmeals  with  water  from  the 
Bootle  Supply  and  to  curtail  the  Devoke  Scheme  considerably. 

This  curtailment  we  are  given  to  understand  by  the  Ministry,  is  a 
necessary  war  measure. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  intimation  has  been 
received  from  the  Ministry  that  they  cannot  at  present  sanction 
the  provision  of  increased  storage  at  Baystone  Bank  Reservoir. 

Filtration  which  is  highly  desirable  has  been  cut  out  of  all 
the  schemes  until  after  the  war. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  in  spite  of  present  difficulties 
some  progress  will  be  made  during  the  year  1941. 

Analyses  of  the  water  supplies  were  taken  during  1939  and  are 
of  a  similar  nature  to  previous  analyses. 


DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE.  All  the  Sewerage  Schemes  were  held  up  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  nothing  has  been 
done  up  to  date. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  about  the  Inquiry  held  at 
Seascale  and  Ravenglass  in  January  1939  when  the  Ravenglass  Scheme 
was  approved  in  principle. 


SCHOOLS.  All  the  schools  were  inspected  during  the  year.  The 
only  improvement  I  have  to  report  is  that  at  Thwaites  School 
proper  sanitary  conveniences  on  a  water  carriage  system  have  been 

provided . 

Eskdale  High  School  still  remains  without  a  water  supply, 
although  the  number  of  scholars  at  this  school  is  more  than 
doubled  through  the  attendance  of  evacuees. 

The  health  of  the  School  children  was  highly  satisfactory 
during  1939. 


The  scheme  for  new  schools  for  Ivlillom  has  not  materialised  and 
of  course  we  cannot  expect  anything  to  be  done  in  this  direction 
until  after  the  war . 

The  provision  of  air  raid  shelters  for  the  school  children 
in  the  built  up  area  of  Millom  is  now  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Cumberland  Education  Authority.  It  is  my  personal  vie1# 
that  no  child  under  seven  years  of  age  should  attend  school  during 
the  war.  In  my  opinion,  to  get  the  young  children,  some  of  whom, 
are  just  mere  babies,  ushered  into  shelters  during  aerial 
bombardment  would  be  a  most  difficult  job.  Also  I  think  anxious 
mothers  would  rush  to  the  schools  for  their  infants  and  cause 
confusion,  thus  a  large  number  of  people  'would  be  on  the  streets 
and  would  be  open  to  attack  probably  by  machine  guns  from  low 
flying  air  craft.  The  loss  in  education  to  these  children  will  be 
more  than  compensated  for,  by  the  greater  degree  of  safety  afforded 
by  the  children  being  dispersed  throughout  the  town  in  their  own 
homes,  It  would  also  cut  the  present  school  population  by 
approximately  one  third  and  thus  throw  less  responsibility  on  the 
teachers . 

HOUSING.  Apart  from  the  routine  work  and  general  r  epairs  and  the 
re-conditioning  under  the  Rural  Workers  Acts,  no  new  houses  have 
been  provided.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  however,  the 
Council  are  applying  to  the  Ministry  for  permission  to  build  150 
houses  in  Millom  for  war  workers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will 
be  started  at  an  early  date,  as  there  are  many  instances  of  over¬ 
crowding  in  the  town  owing  to  the  influx  of  war  workers . 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS.  I  would  again  like  to  draw  your  attention  to 
the  unsatisfactory  arrangements  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals 
in  this  area. 

Since  the  central  slaughtering  commenced  in  January  1940,  I 
have  made  periodical  visits  to  the  central  slaughterhouse,  both 
during  slaughtering  hours  and  at  other  times.  In  my  opinion 
the  premises  are  entirely  unsatisfactory  and  they  are  not  kept 
in  a  wholesome  condition.  Another  point  is  that  the  lairage 
is  totally  inadequate  and  animals  can  see  others  being  slaughtered 
which  is  undesirable  and  against  the  Law. 

I  have  previously  recommended  a  public  Abattoir.  Probably 
this  is  impossible  now  owing  to  the  war,  but  I  recommend  this 
Council  to  approach  both  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry 
of  Pood  to  see  if  better  arrangements  cannot  be  made. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  slaughterhouse  now  being 
used  was  selected  by  the  Government  Officials  unknown  to  us  in 
this  department  and  that  we  had  no  say  in  the  matter  at  all. 

The  premises  v/es^  recently  inspected  by  an  Officer  of  the . 
Ministry  of  Health  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  never  seen  anything 
worse  in  all  his  experience. 


■v 

f 


' 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES .  In  April  1940  the  West  Cumberland  Joint 
Hospital  Board  came  into  being.  This  Board  now  undertakes  the 
treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  whole  of  West  Cumberland. 
Owing  to  the  war  conditions,  the  improvements  to  the  Board’s 
Hospital  at  nllerbeck  have  not  been  undertaken,  so  that  for  the 
present  the  hospital  accommodation  has  not  been  increased  in  any 
way.  The  possibility  of  using  Corner ton  Hospital  for  the  duration 
of  the  war  is  having  the  Board’s  consideration,  but  so  far  the 
Ministry  of  HeaLth  do  not  favour  the  suggestion. 


In  1939,  some  600  school  children  and  about  50  children  under 
school  age  were  immunised  against  Diphtheria.  Che  method  used 
was  the  ’’two  shot1’  method  with  A*P.T.  These  children  were  from 
the  Millom  and  Haverigg  districts.  It  was  impossible  owing  to 
the  outbreak  of  war  to  complete  the  immunisation  in  the  opt lying 


areas .  I  am  glad 
amongst  any  of  the 


to  say  there  has  not  been  a 
children  who  have  been 


id. 


of  diphtheria 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  PURI LG 

THE  YEAR  1939. 


Cases 

Disease.  Total  cases  Admitted  Total 

Notified.  to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Smallpox  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  9 

Diphtheria  ...  9 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia  ...  36 

Erysipelas  ...  19 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Measles  ...  4 


6 

9  plus  2 
carriers . 


5 


TUBERCULOSIS .  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease :- 


New 

Cases . 

Deaths . 

Respirator 

y.  Non 

Respiratory.  Nor' 

Respiratory . 

X  v 

Respir 

1—^ 

• 

• 

M .  F . 

Ivi.  F.  M.  F. 

0-1 


5-15 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

"  — 

25-35 

— 

— 

— 

p 

C-j 

1 

1 

- 

— 

35-45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

45-55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55-65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS. . 

5 

6 

2 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

Two  cases  not  notified  previous  to  death. 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  were : - 


Males . 

Females  . 

Total 

Pulmonary 

24 

25 

49 

Non-Pulmonary 

6 

9 

15 

K 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


To  Dr,  I.S.  Tones, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, 


I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  carried  out  in  my  department  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December  1939. 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1938,  I  stated  that  steady  progress 
had  been  made  towards  improving  the  Housing  and  Sanitary  conditions 
in  the  area.  This  progress  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year  under  review. 

Heartening  as  the  achievements  have  been,  sanitary  improvement 
is  yet  far  from  complete.  There  is  much  that  is  clearly  demanding 
urgent  attention, and  progress  has  at  times  been  very  slow. 

Financial  considerations  and  unsettling  conditions  which  have  been 
with  us  since  September  1939,  have  caused  a  full  stop  to  many 
improvements  which  were  impending. 

However,  the  part  to  be  played  by  the  Local  Authorities  even 
in  these  difficult  times  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be  a  large  one, 
and  the  aim  of  this  department  will  still  be  to  maintain  the 
standard  already  set  up. 

Many  owners  have  received  financial  assistance  for  the  re¬ 
conditioning  of  cottages  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts, 
and  the  improvements  effected  in  this  district  are  very  much  in 
evidence.  These  improvements  included  the  provision  of  bathrooms, 
sculleries,  new  drainage  arrangements,  improved  lighting  and 
repairs  to  floors,  walls,  roofs  etc.  Cottages'. Save  been  improved 
with  the  aid  of  this  grant  number  160 . 

Once  again  I  regret  to  report  that  owing  to  default  of  several 
owners  of  property,  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  under  Section  9  of 
the  Housing  Act  1936,  estimates  having  to  be  obtained  in  10  instances 
and  the  work  put  in  hand  by  the  Council. 

Several  owners  are  taking  advantage  of  the  present 
circumstances,  in  so  much,  that  when  Notices  are  served  on  them 
to  do  repairs  they  state  they  cannot  get  material  for  the  work. 


This  leaves  the  Council  in  a  very  unfortunate  position,  and  I 
would  re  comend  that  the  Council  makes  application  for  permits 
to  purchase  materials  suitable  for  doing  the  necessary  repairs 
to  houses,  so  that  in  case  of  owners  failing  to  do  the  repairs 
themselves  we  would  he  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  worm. 

MBftT  INSPECTION .  In  my  monthly  reports  you  have  had  full  details 
of  my  inspections  and  the  work  carried  out,  therefore,  it  m  nut 
necessary  for  me  to  repeat  these  details . 

I  would  like  to  support  the  Medical  Officer  in  his  remarks 
on  the  present  arrangements  for  slaughtering.  In  (  *  > 

r^d  itnt?s°£orrfe^i^  than  ever 
that  better  facilities  ^j.rovided ^either  b^this^ouncil^ox  y 


The  pr< 


sfcjent 


unsatisfactory^  F°°lt  is  badly* kept "and 'the  accommodation  is 
inadequate  Beasts  can  see  other  beasts  being  slaughtered  which 

is  highly  unsatisfactory  and  against  the  Paw. 

Since  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act  193S  came  into  operation, 
one  slaughterhouse  has  been  closed. 

FOOD  PRaMIsaSfrhe  inspection  of  food  was  carried  out  in  the  usual 
manner  during  the  year . 

hULK  &  DAIRIES  ORDER.  The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the 
year  are:-" 


Accredited  Milk 
Ungraded  Milk 


•  •  i 


48 

55 


The  standard  of  cleanliness  during  the  year  leaves  much  to 

be  desired,  especially  those  premises  concerned  y'UYeifK  carried 
milk*  To  visit  the  premises  every. time  milking  is  b  ig 

out  at  these  farms  is  an  impossibility. 

In  my  opinion  the  only  way  to  improve  and  ensure  a  safe 

Sh^  ^u^ry!hM^rSknLrbl1^e^e^  and  pastMrAed 
before  delivery  to  the  consumers. 

SEWERAGE .  I  would  like  again  to  remind  you  unsatisfactory 

state  of  the  thfo^-lvinl  districts,  especially 

Bootle  and°Ravenglass ,  to  say  nothing  of  the  absence  of  a  Sewerage 
system  in  Eskdale. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T  -  HANKEY , 

Sanitary  Inspector  &  Surveyor. 


-V, 


